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www.skype.com 

What is Skype? 

Skype is a free Voice Over IP (VoIP) service that allows you to call other Skype 
users for free from your own computer and other electronic devices (e.g. 
iPhones). If your computer has a microphone, speakers, and/or webcam, you 
can use Skype to call individuals or to participate in teleconferences with up to 
24 people. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

If you plan on using Skype for computer-to-computer voice calls, video calls, and  
conference calls, the Skype software and service is free. 

How Can I Use Skype for Latin? 

Skype is great for distance learning and for connecting lovers of Latin together 
over long distances for conference calls. Use the “Pamela” plug-in to record calls 
as MP3 audio files and upload/share them on your course management system. 

Who’s Using Skype for Latin? 

Francisca Parva runs an international, Latin-speaking Skype group. Learn more 
and join by visiting:  

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/caractacus.bears/CLI/index.html 
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audacity.sourceforge.net 

What is Audacity? 

Audacity is audio recording/editing software for PCs and Macs. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

Audacity is completely free to download and use. 

How Can I Use Audacity for Latin? 

Record yourself reading Latin aloud, save the file as an MP3, and place the file 
on your Course Management System (CMS) or on iTunes U. Record lectures for 
your students to download and listen to. Conversely, have your students record 
their own Latin pronunciation, forwarding the MP3 files to you on which you 
can provide feedback. 

Who’s Using Audacity for Latin? 

Laura Gibbs uses Audacity for her Latin podcasts (as well as for her Biblical 
Greek online course, and other Classics goodies). Listen to them here: 

http://aesopus.ning.com/ 
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www.blogger.com 

What is Blogger? 

Blogger is one of several blogging platforms that allow you to author and 
publish a public (or private) blog. A blog (the short-form for “web log”) is an 
online diary or journal. Other blogging platforms include LiveJournal 
(http://www.livejournal.com) and WordPress (http://www.wordpress.com). It 
does not matter which platform you choose to use: personal preference and what 
your colleagues are using will steer you to one of these three. Your school may 
block on or more of the above (or may permit the use of one or more of these 
platforms). Talk to your school’s IT staff prior to investing time in creating a 
classroom blog. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

Blogger (or LiveJournal or WordPress) are completely free to use and are also ad-
free. 

How Can I Use Blogger for Latin? 

Skype is great for distance learning and for connecting lovers of Latin together 
over long distances for conference calls. Use the “Pamela” plug-in to record calls 
as MP3 audio files and upload/share them on your course management system. 

Who’s Using Blogger for Latin? 

Bob Patrick (aka Magister Patricius) has used classroom blogs for years. The link 
below for his AP Latin Literature class is public; his current classroom sites are 
private: http://www.carminacatulli.blogspot.com/. 
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www.ning.com 

What is Ning? 

Ning allows anyone to create their own social network. Teachers can create a 
private and secure site for each class to facilitate discussion and writing while 
also allowing for exam reminders and the posting of class projects including 
images, audio, and video. 

The following pages contain an article on Ninging for Latin published in CPL 
Online, Spring 2009. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

Ning is free to use. If you are a K-12 educator, you can also request that Ning 
removes its Google Ads from your classroom’s network. College educators will 
need to pay $20.00 to remove the ads if you feel they are too much of a 
distraction. 

How Can I Use Ning for Latin? 

Visit Roma SPQR, an imagining of what ancient Rome would have been like that 
incorporates art and architecture over the entire Imperial period. Visit Bolchazy-
Carducci Publishers’ Second Life villa in the Roma Subura, house #31, to practice 
conversational Latin while dressed in toga or armor. Re-enact and record your 
group performing/role-playing in Latin.. 

Who’s Using Second Life for Latin? 

Laura Gibbs, Bob Patrick, and other Latin teachers are using private, classroom 
Nings for the 2009-2010 school year. 
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www.secondlife.com 

What is Second Life? 

Second Life is a thriving virtual world in which players (aka avatars) can visit 
(and build) fantastic environments as well as faithful reconstructions of 
buildings, cities, and landscapes, interacting with other players internationally. 
Communicate via a chat panel, or speak using your computer’s microphone and 
speakers. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

Basic service is free, meaning there is no charge to explore what other people 
have already built. If you want to build something, you can upgrade your 
subscription for a fee (ca. $70.00/year). Landowners pay more. 

How Can I Use Second Life for Latin? 

Visit Roma SPQR, an imagining of what ancient Rome would have been like that 
incorporates art and architecture over the entire Imperial period. Visit Bolchazy-
Carducci Publishers’ Second Life villa in the Roma Subura, house #31, to practice 
conversational Latin while dressed in toga or armor. Re-enact and record your 
group performing/role-playing in Latin. 

Who’s Using Second Life for Latin? 

While many ESL and modern, “world” language teachers use Second Life for 
real-time instruction, taking their students into virtual Paris or Berlin to dialogue 
with native speakers, Latin is unique. The BCP villa in Second Life was built for 
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www.warcraft.com 

What is World of Warcraft? 

World of Warcraft (aka WoW) is a massive multi-player online role-playing game 
(i.e. MMO) set in a fantasy realm. Over ten million subscribers play, making 
WoW the largest and most successful MMO of all time. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

New players can explore the world with a free, ten-day trial. After that, the game 
costs $15.00/month, less if you pay for an annual subscription. 

How Can I Use World of Warcraft for Latin? 

Teachers and students can meet in-world to quest, raid, PvP, and instance in 
Latin via the text chat panel, or by using their computer’s microphone and 
speakers. Playing in Latin in an active, gaming environment encourages the use 
and mastery of prepositions, active voice, imperative mood, plus descriptors for 
environmental features, architecture, and people. 

Who’s Using World of Warcraft for Latin? 

The Carpe Praedam guild on the Feathermoon server is WoW’s only Latin-
language group. To join the guild, send a message in-game to Philabovis. This is 
a Horde guild (as opposed to Alliance). Other MMO games feature active Latin 
usage during gameplay. Latin teacher Michael Long has built Latin-language 
quest chains in City of Heroes, and Roger Travis and his Connecticut-sited 
colleagues play Lord of the Rings Online in Latin. 
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www.wegame.com 

What is WeGame? 

WeGame is one of several, free motion-capture software tools that allow players 
to record what happens in games like World of Warcraft and virtual worlds like 
Second Life. WeGame is perhaps the easiest in its class to install and use. 

Does it Cost Anything? 

WeGame is free to download and use. 

How Can I Use WeGame for Latin? 

Many Latin students opt to do create a digital movie for their end-of-year project. 
WeGame gives them a free tool with which they can record and produce 
machinima, movies made in-game or in-world using avatars as actors. Teachers 
can also record in-world or in-game class sessions which can be posted on their 
school’s Course Management System for students to watch/review. 

Who’s Using WeGame for Latin? 

Query YouTube.com with keywords like “machinima” and “Latin” or “class 
project” to see what students have already done. Andrew Reinhard has created 
some primitive, Latin machinima to test the viability of World of Warcraft as a 
game in which Latin can be used. 
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Online Resources for Latin Educators 

General 

Technology in the Latin Classroom: http://eclassics.ning.com 

Technology in Any Classroom: http://classroom20.ning.com 

http://language.la.psu.edu/~thorne/SykesOskozThorne_CALICO_08.pdf 

Skype 

Homepage: www.skype.com 

Latin via Skype: web.ukonline.co.uk/caractacus.bears/CLI/index.html 

Audacity/Podcasting 

Homepage: http://audacity.sourceforge.net 

Latin via Audacity: http://aesopus.ning.com/ 

Audacity Help for Educators: http://www.audacityteam.org/ 

Latin Podcasts:   

http://blog.dickinson.edu/?cat=815 

http://www.haverford.edu/classics/audio/ 

http://podcasting-apa2009.blogspot.com/ 

http://talkingvulgar.blogspot.com/ 

Podcasting Help for Educators: 

http://www.apple.com/education/teachers-professors/mobile-learning.html 

http://www.stager.org/podcasting.html 

http://expertvoices.nsdl.org/middle-school-math-science/2009/06/09/podcast-
tools-for-students-and-teachers/ 
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Blogger 

Homepage: http://www.blogger.com 

Latin via Blogger: http://www.carminacatulli.blogspot.com/ 

Blogger Help for Educators:  

http://www.google.com/educators/blogger.html 

http://blogging4educators.edublogs.org/ 

Ning 

Homepage: http://www.ning.com 

Latin via Ning: http://aesopus.ning.com 

http://eclassics.ning.com 

(NB: All classroom Nings for Latin are currently private. If you have a colleague 
who uses one, ask him/her for permission to access the site so you can see how 
the social network is being used for class.) 

Ning Help for Educators:  

http://classroom20.ning.com 

Second Life 

Homepage: http://www.secondlife.com 

Latin via Second Life:  

http://slurl.com/secondlife/ROMA%20Subura/204/168/24 

Second Life Help for Educators: 

https://lists.secondlife.com/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/educators 

http://www.sl-educationblog.org/ 

http://www.simteach.com/wiki/index.php?title=Second_Life_Education_Wiki 
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World of Warcraft 

Homepage: http://www.warcraft.com 

Ventrilo audio software: http://www.ventrilo.com 

Latin via World of Warcraft:  

http://eclassics.ning.com/main/search/search?q=warcraft 

http://classicscomputers.wordpress.com/ 

World of Warcraft Information for Foreign Language  Educators: 

http://www.academiccommons.org/commons/essay/bryant-MMORPGs-for-
SLA 

http://www.claritaslux.com/blog/world-of-warcraft-language-learning/ 

WeGame/Machinima 

Homepage: http://www.wegame.com 

Latin via Machinima Examples: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRJRWBUsHho 

http://eclassics.ning.com/video/727885:Video:25178 

http://eclassics.ning.com/video/727885:Video:11369 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gYx_YHyAQM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6JuVa-4sgc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkYxx8qPvKM 

Machinima Help for Educators: 

http://www.wegame.com/watch/Oxhorn_s_Machinima_Tutorials_Overview/ 

(for World of Warcraft) 
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http://video.current.tv/pdf/machinima_tutorial.pdf 

(for The Sims) 

http://nwn.bioware.com/players/profile_bloodspell_anatomy.html 

(Great tutorial for machinima using Neverwinter Nights as the example) 




